
 

 

 

Timeline : Trail of Tears 

Student Name:     ________________________________________   
 

CATEGORY  4  3  2  1  
Resources  My timeline contained at 

least 8-10 events related to 
the topic being studied.  

My timeline contained at 
least 6-7 events related to 
the topic being studied.  

My timeline contained at 
least 5 events related to 
the topic being studied.  

My timeline contained 
fewer than 5 events.  

Preparation  I had notes about all the 
events and dates that I 
planned to include on the 
timeline before beginning 
to design the timeline.  

I had notes about almost 
all the events and dates 
that I planned to include 
on the timeline before 
beginning to design the 
timeline.  

I had notes for most (less 
than 75%) of the events 
and dates I planned to 
include on the timeline 
before beginning to 
design the timeline.  

I had not prepared adequate 
notes before beginning to 
design the timeline.  

Creativity  I used graphics which were 
effective and balanced with 
text use.  

I used graphics which 
were effective, but there 
appear to be too few or 
too many.  

Some of my graphics are 
effective and their use is 
balanced with text use.  

Several the graphics I used 
are not effective.  

Dates and Titles  Accurate & complete dates 
and titles have been 
included for each event on 
my timeline.  

Accurate & complete 
dates and titles have been 
included for almost every 
event on my timeline.  

I only have dates and 
titles for fewer than 75% 
of the events for my 
timeline.  

I left off most of the dates 
and titles on my timeline.  

Time Use  Classroom time was used 
to work on the project. I 
was not disruptive and 
focused on my work.  

Classroom time was used 
to work on the project the 
majority of the time. I 
was not disruptive and 
focused on my work.  

Classroom time was used 
to work on the project the 
majority of the time, but I 
often had conversations 
that were disruptive or I 
did not focus on my 
work.  

I did not use classroom 
time to work on my project 
and/or I was highly 
disruptive.  

Neatness  The overall appearance of 
my timeline is pleasing and 
easy to read.  

The overall appearance of 
my timeline is somewhat 
pleasing and easy to read. 

My timeline is relatively 
readable.  

My timeline is difficult to 
read.  

 


